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History will record as a profound irony 
that the most powerful word processing package 

ever created for the �I�B�M �~� Personal Computer 
wasn't created by IBM. 
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INTRODUCING DATA BASE MANAGER If FROM ALPHA. 
IT'S FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE THEIR OWN IDEAS 

ABOUT WHICH SOFTWARE SHOULD BE INTEGRATED. 

H ere's a proposition for you. 
First thing tomorrow, throw out at least one of your favorite com

puter programs. Maybe your word processor. Maybe your spread
sheet. Maybe both.just make sure it's something you like, and that 
you've spent some time learning it. 

Now, start from scratch with programs you don't know. Ones that 
force you to give up features you depend on now. 

Interested? 
Well, if you plan to get in on the current "integrated" software 

rage, that's what you'll have to do. Because most integrated software 
systems only work with software from one manufacturer. 

If you think that's too much to ask, then Data Base Manager II 
from Alpha is for you. 

It starts by giving you an enom10usly powerful and elegantly 
approachable data base system. One that's menu driven and 
responds to simple, English-like commands. But one that's also truly 
fast. With all the advanced features you'd expect from a top-notch 
data base management system. 

Plus, you get extended DBMS features like phonetic word search, 
built-in fom1 letter, and date calculations. And a painless way to file 
data transferred to your PC from other micros, mainframes or infor
mation utilities. 

And then it lets you do something else. It lets you totally integrate 
your word processor, and your spreadsheet program, instantly. 

So you can quickly call up and manipulate any information. Then 
move it over to VisiCalc,® 1-2:3 ™ or Multiplan TM for calculations. 
Then shuflle it over to �W�o�r�d�S�t�a�r �, �~� EasyWriter™ or Volkswriter™ for 

word processing. Without re-entering data. And without complex 
commands. 

In fact, Data Base Manager II let<; you integrate nearly any combi
nation of the word processing and spreadsheet programs that run on 
the IBM PC or XT. 

The prestigious software journal, The Rosen Electronics Letter, 
says Data Base Manager H's unique capabilities "unify some of 
the best of ihe productivity packages already on the market. .. 
This is a signal �a�c�h�i�e�v�e�m�e�n�t�.�" �-�.�.�.�.�-�~ �~� 

You'll say that this 
is the way personal 
computing is supposed 
to work in the first place. 

See the remarkable 
new Data Base Manager II 
today. Call us toll-free at 

. 1-800-451-1018 (in Massachu
setts call 1-617-2 29-2924 collect) 
for the name of the Alpha Software 
Dealer nearest you. 

DATA BASE MANAGER ll . FROM 

�~ �a�l�g�b�g� 
12 New England Executive Park, Burlington, Massachusetts 01803 
n 1 signifi es manufacturer's trademark. <!! signifies ma11ufacturer's registered trademark (C' 1985 Alpha Software Corp 
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FORGETS '.' 

MORE THAI JUST ANOTHER PRETTY Fi C • 
Says who? Says ANSI. 
Specifically, subcommittee X3B8 of the American 

National Standards Institute (ANSI} says so. The fact 
is all Elephant™ floppies meet or exceed the specs 
required to meet or exceed all their standards. 

But just who is "subcommittee X3B8" to issue such 
pronouncements? 

They're a group of people representing a large, 
well-balanced cross section of disciplines-from 
academia, government agencies, and the computer 
industry. People from places like IBM, Hewlett-Packard, 
3M, Lawrence Livermore Labs, The U.S. Department 
of Defense, Honeywell and The Association of Com
puter Programmers and Analysts. In short, it's a bunch 
of high-caliber nitpickers whose mission, it seems, in 
order to make better disks for consumers, is also to 

make life miserable for everyone in the disk-making 
business. 

How? By gathering together periodically (often, 
one suspects, under the full moon) to concoct more 
and more rules to increase the quality of flexible 
disks. Their most recent rule book runs over 20 single
spaced pages-listing, and insisting upon-hundreds 
upon hundreds of standards a disk must meet in 
order to be blessed by ANSI. (And thereby be taken 
seriously by people who take disks seriously.) 

In fact, if you'd like a copy of this formidable docu
ment, for free, just let us know and we'll send you 
one. Because once you know what it takes to make 
an Elephant for ANSI ... 

W e think you'll want us to make some Elephants 
for you. 

�E�L�E�P�H�A�I�T�~ �M� HEAVY DUTY DISKS. 
Marketed exclusively by Leading Edge Products, Information Systems and Supplies Division, 55 Providence 

Highway, Norwood, MA 02062. Dealers : Call toll-free 1-800-343-841 3; or in Massachusetts, 
ca ll co llect (617) 769-8150. 
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