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SECRETS WEB PUBLISHING

Get Committed
From the Commit File
dialog box, you can
choose a modified

file to commit to the
repository. You can also
include a brief descrip-
tion of the changes.
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Commit File

~/Sites/testproj/overiookhotel.htm! ; f File... )

Commit Message:

Updated the home page for the Overlook Hotel to state
that we have job openings for a head chef and a winter
caretaker,

When you’re done making changes, save the
file. You now need to commit the modified file to
your CVS repository so CVS can make a record
of your revisions. From the CVS menu, choose
Commit File. In the Commit File dialog box, spec-
ify the file you want to commit (see “Get Commit-
ted”). BBEdit will automatically select the file
for the frontmost document window. If you want
to commit a different file, click on the File button
and navigate to the correct file. Alternatively,
you can drag a file from the Finder into the path
field. At the bottom of the Commit File dialog
box, you can type a log message that summarizes
the changes made in this revision. Log messages
can be very useful when you’re searching for a par-
ticular revision. When you’re done, click on OK.
CVS then creates a revision for the modified file
and updates the project files.

You commit CVS files as frequently as you like.
Generally, committing a file when you’re finished
making changes to it is a good idea. Committing
changes every few minutes or each time you save
the file would likely be overkill.

If you’re making similar changes to multiple
files, you can commit the changes to all of them
in one action. For example, say you use BBEdit’s
Find And Replace command to update the copy-
right date in every HTML document in your proj-
ect. When you’re done, choose Commit Folder
from the CVS menu. At the top of the Commit
Folder dialog box, choose the folder you want to
commit. If you choose the main folder for your
project (testproj in our example), CVS will commit
every modified file in the project—including those
in subfolders. When you enter a log message (for
example, “Updated copyright date”), CVS applies
it to every modified file.

Add New Files to a Project Adding new files to a
CVS project is a three-step process. First, create
the new file and save it in your working copy of
the project—here, that’s the testproj folder in your
Sites folder. Make sure the file you want to add is
the frontmost document window in BBEdit. Then

choose Add from the CVS menu. This adds the
file to the CVS project but doesn’t actually store
the contents of the file in the CVS repository. To
do that, you have to select Commit File from the
CVS menu. This third step is easy to forget, but
it’s essential.

Revert to a Previous Revision Once you’ve com-
mitted a modified file, you can return to any previ-
ous revision by selecting Get Revision from the
CVS menu. This brings up a dialog box listing each
revision of the file since its initial import, including
the date and time it was committed and a unique
version number (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, and so forth). CVS
automatically assigns these version numbers. BBEdit
places a dot next to the revision currently included
in your working copy of the project.

‘What makes revisions so useful is that they let
you move backward and forward through your
file versions. For example, if the most recent revi-
sion to your home page is version 1.3, you can
choose Get Revision to go back to version 1.1.
However, if you change your mind about reverting,
you can also use the Get Revision command to
return to version 1.3. It’s sort of like time travel
for documents.

Often, you don’t want to revert completely to
an older version but simply want to see what has
changed between it and the current version. To
do this, open the current version of the file. Then
choose Compare Revision from the CVS menu.
BBEdit displays a dialog box listing every revision
to the file. Choose the one you want. BBEdit cre-
ates a temporary file, in which it displays a line-
by-line list of the differences between the two
versions. (The results are exactly like what you’d
get using the powerful Find Differences com-
mand in BBEdit’s Search menu.) When you close
the Differences Results window, BBEdit automat-
ically deletes the temporary file it created for the
old revision. : :

If you aren’t sure which version of a file you’re
using, choose Get CVS Status from the CVS menu.
A dialog box that summarizes the file’s current revi-
sion status will appear. To get a detailed history
of any file—including the log messages describing
each revision—choose Get Revision History from
the CVS menu.

So Much More

" We've really only scratched the surface of CVS’s

capabilities—particularly when it comes to manag-
ing multiuser collaborative projects. But even if
you’re using CVS by yourself, its version-control

.tools can ensure that you’ll never again have to

wish, “If only I had an old version of this file.” 1

§ JOHN GRUBER is a freélance writer, Web developer, and Mac nerd.
Hi He combines those interests on his Web site, www.daringfireball.net.
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