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Technology that helps 

Probably the best remote control product in the world Technology that helps 
One product for all your remote control requirements. With Maximize the effi ciency of your help desk. NetOp's unique SOS 

NetOp you can reach a ny Windows NT (3 .x, 4.0), Windows 95, button help reduce PC support cos ts . Troubled users can report 
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Groupware" (September 
Web Project). 

I'm a regular newsgroup 
user at Supelec and enjoy 
LAN speed when reading the 
news (almost instantaneous, 
even when there are pic­
tures). Sometimes I read the 
news from Georgia Tech 
Lorraine, a French Georgia 
Tech campus that doesn't 
have a news server. We 
default to the fastest one 
available-Supelec. This 
cuts down our download 
bandwidth from 300 KBps to 
about 5 KBps and makes it a 
nightmare to read any 
"enhanced message" such as 
the HTML files with pic­
tures, etc., you seem to be 
advocating. One of the 
advantages of the Usenet 
compared to the Web is its 
speed, which is due to both 
simple ASCII content and 
local replication. Your sug­
gestion of a Usenet without 
data replication and with 
rich content would kill this 
advantage. 
Benoit Cerrina 
Benoit.Cerrina@supelec.fr 

Replication certainly has its 
uses. However, I would draw 
a sharp distinction between 
"rich content" and "HTML 
files with pictures." A lot of 
the enrichment that comes 
from the use ofHTML in an 
NNTP context is simply the 
enrichment oftext with 
styles, colors, tables, and 
hyper/inks. None ofthis need 
involve bulky pictures; it's 
just ASCII text that happens 
to include HTML markup. 
Used this way, I find NNTP­
even at typical over-the­
Internet Web-page-transfer 
speed-to be an enormous 
enhancement over plain 
ASCII.-fon Udell 

Not Worth the Wait 

I read with interest "Oracles : 
Worth the Wait?" (Septem­
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ber review) and felt that 
once again, a professional in 
the database arena has put 
forward a very pro-Oracle 
article without comparison 
to other databases. 

I find it surprising that 
Informix does not get the 
credit it deserves when you 
look at the products that are 

fie l{ew f:l.avigator l!lllP ~ob £vent 

~~rfill ~ <Untitled> 
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available for all platforms, 
including NT 4.0. Oracle is 
very clever when it comes to 
marketing jargon. What is 
considered to be new tech­
nology, in fact, it announced 
in 1992. Look at the 
Informix product range. 
You'll find that the features 
that everyone is so excited 
about in Oracles are old hat 
when it comes to the on-line 
DSA engine-table fragmen­
tation, parallel data queries 
(PDQs), virtual processors, 
hot archiving, and so forth. 
Sean Kelsey 
Database Consultant 
Date/ Computing 
Preston, Lancashire, U.K. 
seank@teepee.demon.co.uk 

I don't think the review was 
too positive, given the criti­
cisms ofthe complete lack of 
object-oriented technology, 
the poor programming inter­
face, and the consequent 
downrating of the product. 
I'm not really an expert on 
Informix, SQL Server, or 
Sybase, but the real problem 
with these products (Sybase 
aside) is that, unlike Oracle, 
they don't run on many 
OSes. You can also criticize 
Inform ix for its thick-client 

datablade approach, the 
heavy-handed way it does 
database extensions, and a 
lack ofrelatively strong 
object-oriented features in 
all these systems. I would 
also criticize all these ven­
dors for their inability to 
conform to a reasonable 
level of the SQL2 standard, 
much less to the upcoming 
SQL3 standard. 
-Robert]. Muller 

Solving Real 
Problems 
I am surprised to read less 
and less in BYTE about 
fourth-generation language 
(4GL) products that help 
build everyday applications, 
while I follow with lassitude 
your day-to-day analysis of 
the new Java trend. Sockets 
and threads have existed in 
Unix for a while, but when 
the Web exploded, Windows 
became a 32-bit develop­
ment platform with Unix 
features. Suddenly, develop­
ers saw new opportunities, 
and the Windows NT versus 
Unix battle to control the 
Internet started. 

What about Java? It's a 
new server-side language 
that is as cross-platform as 
c+ + should be, but it is still 
a platform for the elite. 
Whether your 4GL is pro­
ducing Java bytecode or pro­
prietary p-code is just a mat­
ter of price for deployment. 

The battle is not about the 
language or the platform. It 
is about writing stable and 
scalable software in multi­
user environments. Let's 
face it, the tools made little 
progress in the last 10 years. 
That's why most applica­
tions that still run today 
were written in COBOL, C, 
assembly language, Xbase, 
and RPG. Replacing them 
with Java code may solve 
some technical issues such as 
portability, but it won't solve 

the real problem: addressing 
new business needs. Only a 
high-level tool can move 
information technology (IT) 
forward and deal intelli­
gently with such issues as the 
Y2K bug, Euro currency, 
mobile users, and market 
globalization. 
Alain Stouder 
a/ain.stouder@smartway.ch 

FutureComm 

I enjoyed "Air War" (August 
Special Report), on the cur­
rent status of cellular phone 
availability. I just returned 
from an around-the-world 
business trip and had my first 
exposure to Global System 
for Mobile Communications 
(GSM). I wasn't aware that 
this worldwide capability 
existed. I find the informa­
tion given out by local U.S. 
phone/PCS (Personal Com­
munications Services) 
providers very limited. One 
system that I've heard is 
coming in 199S is Iridium. 
Won't it be a global system 
when all the satellites are up? 
E.].Parks 
ejpvip@home.com 

Motorola's Iridium system is 
intended to provide global 
coverage through a network 
oflow-earth-orbit (LEO) 
satellites. Interested readers 
should see "Fiber in the Sky" 
(November Cover Story); we 
treated LEO (including Irid­
ium) and other satellite tech­
nologies in that story.-Eds. 

Net Dream, 
Net Reality 
Three years ago, I got a 
fancy for OS/2. This year, I 
purchased Warp Connect. 
Everything seemed OK. I 
downloaded Java Develop­
ment Kit (JDK) 1.0.2 for 
OS/2, Netscape 2.02 for OS/2, 
and some lecture notes on 
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• 	 BYTE Archives 
Dive into over three years of BYTE, more than 7,000 
articles to read, research and explore . 

• 	 Web Project 
Go behind the scenes with Web Project columnist 
Jon Udell. What does it take to run a web site? Wh at 
new tools are available to master the web? 

• 	 Conferences 
Chew the fat with BYTE editors and other industry 
experts on a variety of technology topics - chips, 
apps development and more! Web browsers and 
newsreaders supported! 

• 	 What's New? 
The Virtual Press Room (VPR) is your ticket to the 
latest technology product information. Read or even 
post breaking technology news. 

• 	 New! Free Product Information 
Use our new HotBYTEs service to gather product 
information - 24 hours a day! 

• 	 Online Media Kit 
Advertisers: access the information you need to 
advertise in BYTE. 
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Java. You can imagine my 
frustration when I realized 
that I couldn't run a network 
applet connecting to a host, 
even if the host had granted 
access, because Netscape 
wouldn't let me do so for 
security reasons. I believe 
security should be the host's 
problem, as in Unix, not the 
browser's problem. Are Java 
applets for thumbling ducks 
and Push Me buttons only? 
Augustin Man 

piti@ciasce. logicnet. ro 

Actually, the current security 
model does let applets com­
municate with the host on 
which they originated. Theo­
retically, you can use a 
socket connection for this 
purpose, but some firewalls 
block those connections. I 
got around this problem in 
one ofm y applets by URL-

encoding the data and send­
ing it back on the HITP con­
nection. A Perl script running 
on the host receives the data. 
Programming books onJava 
and HTML explain this in 
more detail and usually 
include some sample code. 
-Tom Halfhill, senior editor 

Fixes 

The Features table in "Power 
Platforms: 233- and 266­
MHz Pentium !Is Compared" 
(September Lab Report, 
p. 102) contained some inac­
curacies regarding the Mil­
lennium graphics cards in 
several of the systems. The 
Millennium cards use 
WRAM and are 64-bit. The 
Millennium II does not sup­
port more than 16 MB of 
memory. 

Of the hundreds of blips on your IS radar, which are the 
important ones? We answer this pressing question with 

an exclusive special report that analyzes the 25 technolo­
gies that will make a difference to you in 1998. 

We pit the first PC-based continuous speech-recognition 
programs against each other: Dragon's Naturally­

Speaking and IBM's ViaVoice. Plus: Lernout&Hauspie's 
command-recognition software. 

Powersoft has entered the Web development market 
with a comprehensive tool for building Web 
applications. BYTE offers a hands-on review. 

Microsoft wants to push Windows CE 2.0 beyond the 
hand-held device to power mini-notebooks and a new 
generation of embedded devices. We take it for a spin. 

300 MHz! NSTL benchmarks the fastest 
Pentium II machines on the planet. 

The BYTE Lab tests the latest in fax-server software with a 
special focus on new features enabled by IP networks. 

www byte.com 
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sgg99* 
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Performance Made Easy. 
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