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Marathon Accelerator 

Use this procedure to isolate software extensions or control How to Install a 
panel devices that do not appear to work together with a ''Temporary System" 
Marathon accelerator. 

1. Boot your Mac with the Marathon Start-up disk that is 
provided with the Marathon accelerator. 

2. Open the hard disk and locate the System folder as 
shown in Figure B-1. · 

3. Click on the System folder to rename it. An "I" beam 
cursor will be placed at the beginning of the name of 
the folder as shown in Figure B-2. Now rename the. 
System folder Old System folder. 

-
4. Open the Old System folder, locate the Finder and drag 

it onto the hard disk icon as shown in Figure B-3. This 
will place the Finder in the same window as the Old 
System folder. 

Figure B-1: 
Locating the System 
folder 

Figure B-2: 
Renaming the System 
folder to Old System 
folder 

Disabling the Old 
System Folder 
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Figure B-3: 
Removing the Finder 
from the Old System 

folder 

Figure B-4: 
Finder located outside 

of Old System folder 

Installing a »Temporary 
System" 

H~u Marathon Accelerator 

Keep the Old System folder and the Finder together as 
shown in Figure B-4. 

5. Copy the System folder from the Marathon Start-up 
disk to the hard disk as shown in Figure B-5. This 
procedure places a minimum System folder on the hard 
disk. The o~ly items in the Extension and Control 
Panel folders of this System folder are the ones 
necessary to boot the Mac with the Marathon 
accelerator enabled. 
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After the System folder copies to the hard disk, verify 
that it is "blessed" as shown in Figure B-6. 

~ 
System Folder 

If the folder is not "blessed", open and clo~e it one or 
two times. If the folder is still not "blessed", it is most 
likely due to another System folder being on the hard 
disk. You will need to locate and disable this second 
System folder by opening the folder, locating the 
Finder and removing it from the folder as shown in 
Figure B-7. 

LJ 
System Folder 

n 
~ 
Findt-r 

LJ 
App lic.ations 

Figure B-5: 
Copying the System 
folder from the 
MicroMac 
Start-up disk to the 
hard disk 

Figure B-6: 
;'Blessed" System 

folder 

Figure B-7: 
Finder removed from 
System folder 
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Figure B-8: 
Selecting Restart from 

the Special menu 

Isolating Extension 
(INIT) and Control 

Panel Conflicts 

H~u Marathon Accelerator 

If the System folder is "blessed" then restart your Mac 
by selecting Restart from the Special menu as shown 
in Figure B-8 to verify that the Marathon accelerator 
loads correctly. 

6. Duplicate any prior activities that created errors or 
lock-ups to see if they still occur. If everything appears 
to function correctly, move more extension and/or 
control panels from the Old System folder to the new 
System folder and select Restart again. 

7. After the Mac reboots, move any suspected or 
questionable extensions (INITs) and control panels 
from the Old System folder into the new System folder 
and selec~ Restart. After the Mac reboots, verify the 
compatibility of these files. If they do not work 
correctly in the new System folder, remove them. 

8. Continue this procedure until the extensions (!NITs) 
and control panels that cause System problems are 
located and taken out of the Old System folder. After 
you remove the offending extensions (!NITs) and 
control panels from the Old Systeqt folder, you need to 
update or remove them from your System. 
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9. If all the extension and control panels from the Old 
System folder are moved to the new System folder and 
no problems are encountered, the error is in the Old 
System folder. Move any software related items still 
left in the Old System folder (such as sounds or fonts 
that may be installed in the System suitcase) into the 
new System folder and put the Old System folder and 
Finder into the trash as shown in Figure B-9. Empty the 
trash by selecting Empty from the Special menu. 

10. Now that you have isolated and removed the problem 
files from your System, a New System needs to be 
installed on the hard disk. If the System is 7.5 follow 
the "Ciean Install" procedure on page B-6. If the 
System software version is lower than 7.5 use your 
System software install disks and install the System 
software into the existing System ·folder·on the hard 
disk. . 

Note: For compatibility with MicroMac accelerators, please 
install System 7.5 as a "Clean Install". Do not update an 
older System folder with System 7.5. 

Figure B-9: 
Moving the Old System 
folder and Finder 
to the Trash 

Installing a New 
System 
(

11Ciean System") 
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How to Install a 
uclean System" 

Figure B-10: 
"Blessed" Systemfolder 

Figure B-11: 
Renaming the 

System folder to Old 
System folder · 

H~~ Marathon Accelerator 

Reinstalling System software with a "Clean System" is 
usually the best way to free the System from any bugs or 
corruptions that may have occurred to your System over a 
period of time. However, there is a major distinction 
between reinstalling the System software and actually 
installing a "Clean System". 

When a System is reinstalled, the existing System file is 
updated, not replaced. Updating System software does not 
usually correct the System resource files that may have 
become corrupted. The only way to correct this problem is 
to do an actual "Clean System" install described as follows: 

1. Check your start-up drive with a disk drive diagnostic 
tool such as Norton Utilities or Disk First Aid to verify 
the integrity of your hard disk drive and to make sure it 
is not causing any problems with your System. The 
installation of System software involves reading, 
writing and deleting files to the hard disk as well as 
rewriting boot blocks. If your hard disk Wive passes the 
diagnostic tests with no problems, proceed with 
installing a "Clean System" using the System software 
disks that came with your Mac. 

2. Restart your Mac using the System 7 Disk Tools disk. 
After the Mac boots, locate the System folder on the 
hard disk. The folder should appear "blessed" with a 
picture of the Finder on it as shown in Figure B-1 0. 

cru 
System Folder 

3. Click on the System folder to rename it. An "I" beam 
cursor will be placed at the beginning of the name of 
the folder as shown in Figure B-11. Now rename the 
System folder to Old System folder. 
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H~u Marathon Accelerator 

4. Before installing a "Clean System", you need to disable 
the System folder by removing the Finder. To do this 
procedure, open the System folder by double-clicking 
on it, locate the Finder and drag it to the trash as shown 
in Figure B-12. Empty the trash by selecting Empty 
from the Spetilll menu. 

5. The disabled System folder should appear as shown in 
Figure B-13. 

LJ 
Old System Folder 

6. Shut down your Mac. 

7. You are now ready to perform a "Clean System" 
install. Place the first Syste<n software installation disk 
into the floppy disk drive and boot your Mac from it 

Disabling the Old 
System Folder 

Figure B-12: 
Locating the Finder and 
dragging it to the Trash 

Figure B-13: 
Disabled System folder 
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Installing a 
uclean System" 

Figure B-14: 
Newly created"blessed" 

System folder 

Installing 
Marathon Software 

Moving System Flies 
into the System Folder 

H~~ Marathon Ao(;elerator 

8. You will be presented with two System software 
installation options: (1) Easy Install which places the 
particular files needed by your Mac in a new System 
folder and (2) Customize which allows you to add or 
remove features that you need, such as networking 
options, printer drivers and various System files. For 
the "Clean Install" that you are about to perform, select 
Easy Install. 

9. After the System software is installed onto the hard 
disk, restart your Mac and make sure it boots correctly. 
You should see a newly created "blessed" System 
folder (as shown in Figure B-14) located in the hard 
disk window. 

cru 
System Folder 

10. Install the necessary Marathon software at this time. 

11. Restart your Mac by selecting Restart from the Special 
menu. Mter the Mac boots, test the operation of the 
System by performing various System functions such 
as formatting disks and launching programs. 

12. If everything is running smoothly, return to the Old 
System folder and moye all your application-specific 
folders (such as Aldus and Claris folders), extensions 
(!NITs), control panels and preference files to the 
newly created System folder. Do not replace a file in 
the newly created System folder with the same file 
from the Old System folder. It is recommended that 
you drag your start-up items, extensions (INITs) and 
control panels to your new System folder in small 
groups and restart your Mac each time to make sure 
there are no conflicts you may have missed. 
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13. Before trashing the Old System folder, check to see that 
you have not missed any important files or documents. 
You will need to make sure that you copy over your 
fonts and sounds (as well as any fonts or sounds that 
may be installed in the System suitcase) from the Old 
System folder as well. If you are uncertain about 
trashing your Old System folder, back it up onto floppy 
disks in case you need to access it in the futme. 

14. If you are satisfied with what you have copied over to 
the newly created System folder, trash your Old System 
folder and restart your -Mac. 

15. You are done! 
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